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disease, in most of which he had perfect success. Dr. Mnrcet, in the year 
18U), communicated to the profession his experience in acute pains of different 
kinds, and lie believed that it relieved them more effectually than any of the class 
of remedies of which 1 have spoken to you. He instances “four cases of sciatica 
in which it proved decidedly beneficial. Also two cases, in which ihis complaint 
was combined with syphilitic pains. It failed in two cases of diseased hip-joint 
It caused considerable relief of pain in a case of supposed disease of the spine' 
followed bv paraplegia; and likewise in one of cancer of the breast It allayed 
materially the pain occasioned by an acute uterine disease. It was of-real and 
repeated utility in a case of tic douloureux. Its utility in a second case of the 
same description was very doubtful; and in a Ihird it completely failed ” Dr 
Eberle, ot the United States, in his work on Materia Medica and'Therapentic.s' 
remarks, ‘-that he has used it in three eases of sciatica within a year past and in 
every instance with the most decided advantage. In tic douloureux it has occa¬ 
sionally been found of advantage, where the sad suffering has resisted a variety 
ot remedies.” 3 


Professor Bigelow, m the “American Medical Botany, 3 ’ says, that lie employed 
it m a case ot tic douloureux of long standing, in which he gave it in as larg“ 
doses as the stomach would bear, and in this he gave it with decided relief. He 
likewise remarks, “that several practitioners have spoken to him of its efficacy in 
this formidable disease." Dr. Barton, of Philadelphia, is another American 
physician who has had frequent opportunities of employing the datura stramo¬ 
nium, and he draws the attention of the profession to the exhibition of the seeds 
in chronic rheumatism. In Kentucky it appears to he the favourite remedy, 
/■olhkoffer says, “In chronic rheumatism it may justly be ranked amongthe more 
prompt and efficient articles of the Materia Medica which have been generally 
resorted to tor us removal. In this disease I believe it is less liable to disappoint 
the practitioner, than perhaps in any other. I have directed its use, both inter¬ 
nally and externally, in a number of cases that have from time to time claimed 
Professional consideration, with the happiest and most unequivocal success.” 
Kberle supposes it to be the most efficacious remedy we possess in cases which 
are attended by an irritable, quick, but weak pulse, with swelled joints, and unat¬ 
tended by any great pain, unless on being moved. • 

^Notwithstanding these high testimonials, I do not think that stramonium has 
had a lair trial in this country; I have frequently had occasion to employ it, and 
am most willing to speak of it as an important and valuable remedial agent. I 
think I have seen more relief afforded, in some painful affections, by an extract 
ot stramonium, than either by belladonna or hyosevamus. Generally, where some 
degree of fever has been present, which would have made me hesitate to employ 
either those herbs or opium, I have administered it with great satisfaction to 
myself. The smoking stramonium, in various states of difficulty of breathin'*- 
seems to have been the theme of more medical consideration in this country than 
either its internal administration or its external application, for the Americans 
recommend it in burns, hemorrhoids, psora, and other cutaneous affections; l 
shall, thereiore, defer till ray next lecture entering upon a subject which is verv 
interesting to us.— Ibid. . J 


3j\ Import by M. Martin-Solon, on the Inoculation of Morphine, tf*c., proposed 
r, ikn Cl '?' , The effe cts produced by the inoculation of morphine arc con¬ 
sidered by Dr. Lafargue as worthy of consideration, both in their bearing on 
practical medicine and on medico-legal questions. If the point of a lancet, dip¬ 
ped in an aqueous solution of morphine, is inserted horizontally, about one line 
in aepm beneath the epidermis, and is allowed to remain there a few seconds, the 
following effects are observed:—About a minute and a half after the operation, a 
small pimple, with a diffuse rosy areola, and slightly itching, is observed. In 
about twenty minutes, the pimple becomes about four lines in diameter, and one 
line in thickness; it is flattened. Its colour is somewhat more than that of the 
skm, it is hard, its areola is very red, and about an inch and a half in diameter; 
its heat has increased, but the sensation of itching remains about the same. Dur¬ 
ing the first hour, the pimple and its areola are at their highest degree of de- 
\ elopement. From this time, the appearances diminish, and at the end of two or 
three hours the red colour of the skin has entirely disappeared, the pimple has 
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become very flat; but it docs not entirely disappear, until from twelve to twenty- 
four hours after the operation. If several punctures are made near one another, 
in the same manner, the appearances of the pimples are as above described, but 
the areola are confluent; the heat and itching are considerably increased. The 
nppenrances, however, disappear in the same time as when a single puncture only 
has been made. The general effects which Dr. Lafargue experienced from thir¬ 
teen punctures thus made upon the front of his forearm were, heaviness of the 
head, frequent vawnings, clamminess of the mouth, and an invincible desire to 
sleep; the quantity of muriate of morphia employed not having exceeded a quar¬ 
ter of a grain. 

The effects just noticed, Dr. L. considers as showing that the inoculation of 
morphia may supersede the use of blisters and aminoniacal applications, and that 
it merits employment more particularly where the object of the physician is to 
produce the local effects of morphine. Its effects as a rubefacient are also very 
marked. Hence its probable utility in superficial neuralgia and in chronic 
rheumatism, &c. The local effects produced by the inoculation of belladonna, 
of strychnine, of sulphate of quinine, were different from those above mentioned. 
In employing other opiate preparations, such as the laudanum of Sydenham, and 
solutions of opium in fat, milk, coffee, beer, mucus, acetic acid, anil gelatine, the 
proportion of opium being extremely small, the same results were obtained, and 
no such effects were produced when any of these substances were inoculated with¬ 
out the opium. 

M. Martin-Solon repeated the experiments of Dr. Lafargue. From the inocu¬ 
lation of all the common preparations of opium, he observed the same effects as 
those above mentioned; except that the papula! sometimes acquired a diameter of 
an inch and a half, and that they then became radiated and diffuse. To ascertain 
whether any other substances were capable of producing the same phenomena, 
belladonna, str}*chnine, the gastric juices, chyme, &c. were employed, and the 
effects which were observed destroyed the exclusiveness which Dr. L. wishes to 
attribute to the action of preparations of opium. 

The conclusion which may be derived from these experiments, may he of some 
assistance in determining the absence of opium from a fluid which is suspected to 
contain it; seeing that in all the cases in which fluids containing opium were in¬ 
oculated, (in one instance, the proportion of opium to the solvent was as 1 to 2000,) 
the phenomena described above were observed by both Dt. Lafargue and M. So¬ 
lon. The developcment of the papula can. however, be only regarded as pre¬ 
sumptive evidence of the presence of opium: seeing that other substances are 
capable of producing effects so nearly identical as not to admit of any definite dis¬ 
tinction. 

Dr. Lafargue has also inoculated a concentrated solution of emetic tartar and 
the croton oil. The former has always produced a pustule similar to that of acne 
simplex, containing pus, twenty-four hours after the operation; and the effect of 
croton oil has constantly been the production of a furuncle thirty-six hours after 
the introduction of the medicine. Neither of these substances has, however, been 
sufficiently employed to allow of any inference as to the advantage which this 
mode of application possesses over that in general use. Its simplicity, neverthe¬ 
less, renders such an experiment very easy.—7?. and F. Med. Rev. from the liul -« 
Ictin dc PAcad. Hoy ale de Med. Nos. 1 and 7. 183G-7. ! 
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Hfl. Remedy for Mercurial Saliva lion. —3YI. Bracket of Lyons, states that the 
crystallized acetate of lead, given internally, in the dose of a grain, night and 
morning, in form of a pill, completely cures mercurial salivation, in less than two 
‘lays. In a memoir communicated*bv him to the Academy of Sciences in No¬ 
vember last, he relates eight cases of very severe mcrcurial’salivation of several 
months duration, which had resisted a host of active remedies, amongst others 
opium in large doses, purgatives, &c.; and which yielded, ns if by magic, to the 
pills of acetate of lead. M. B. sometimes adds to each pill a quarter of a grain of 
laudanum.— Gaz. Med. dc Paris , 9th December. 18'17. 



